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Introduction

Existential Threats 101 is an infographic collection
examining threats that could affect humanity on an
existential scale. The collection begins by defining
what counts as an existential threat, establishing the
subject before turning to specific natural,
technological, biological, environmental, and
systemic risks. Its scope is broad, bringing together
familiar catastrophic scenarios, risks associated with
human development and technological change, and
the possibility of dangers that have not yet been
anticipated.

The first infographic, “WHAT COUNTS AS AN
EXISTENTIAL THREAT?”, provides the collection’s
framing subject. It is followed by “NUCLEAR WAR
AND NUCLEAR WINTER” and “ENGINEERED
PANDEMICS AND BIOLOGICAL CATASTROPHES,”
which address large-scale threats arising from
weapons, conflict, biological processes, and human

intervention. “ADVANCED ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
AND LOSS OF HUMAN CONTROL” extends the
discussion to advanced technology and the prospect
of diminished human control.

The collection then examines threats originating in
planetary and geological processes. “ASTEROID AND
COMET IMPACTS” considers impacts from objects
beyond Earth, while “SUPERVOLCANIC ERUPTIONS
AND GLOBAL VOLCANIC WINTER” addresses extreme
volcanic events and their global implications. The
sequence next turns to interconnected human and
environmental systems through “CLIMATE CHANGE,
TIPPING POINTS, AND SYSTEMIC GLOBAL FAILURE”
and “GLOBAL FOOD-SYSTEM COLLAPSE.” These
topics place climate conditions, thresholds, food
systems, and broader patterns of failure within the
same field of examination.



The final two infographics broaden the focus from
individual hazards to the stability of civilization and
the limits of present knowledge. “CASCADE FAILURE
OF GLOBAL TECHNOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION”
addresses the possibility that failures may spread
across interconnected technological systems.
“UNKNOWN RISKS: WHAT HAS HUMANITY NOT
ANTICIPATED?” closes the collection by considering
risks that fall outside currently recognized categories
or expectations.

Taken as a whole, the collection progresses from
definition to a set of distinct threat areas, then
toward more interconnected and uncertain forms of
global disruption. Its recurring theme is the range of
conditions that may be considered existential, from
acute events such as nuclear war, biological
catastrophe, asteroid impact, or supervolcanic
eruption to gradual or cascading failures involving
climate, food, technology, and human control. The
organization allows these subjects to be viewed
individually while also showing how the collection
moves toward questions of systemic

interdependence and uncertainty.

Existential Threats 101 provides a structured visual
reference for examining the categories and
progression of existential threats presented in the
collection.



Section 1: Defining Existential
Threats

1 infographics

This infographic provides the foundational definition needed to frame all subsequent
topics.





Section 2: Human-Caused
Catastrophic Risks

3 infographics

These topics present major existential threats arising directly from human technology,
conflict, or biological activity.









Section 3: Natural and
Environmental Catastrophes

4 infographics

These infographics progress through large-scale natural hazards and environmental
failures that could threaten global civilization.











Section 4: Systemic and Unknown
Risks

2 infographics

These concluding topics address civilization-wide cascade failure and risks humanity may
not yet have anticipated, followed by the document’s closing pages.
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Feedback and Suggestions

This document is revised as its material is corrected and extended. Corrections, omissions,
and suggestions for what a future edition should cover are all welcome, and are read by
the people who maintain it.

The most useful feedback names the page or the figure it is about, says what is wrong or
missing, and — where it is a correction — points at a source. Feedback about the
document as a whole, including whether it answered the question you opened it with, is
just as welcome.

Share your feedback on this document
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